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and as they passed along the Tagus, on which several Portu-
guese sloops were cruising, and firing out our outposts, poor
Sainte-Croix was cut in two by a chain-shot. It was a
grievous loss for the army, for Mass&ia, and above all for me,
who loved him like a brother.

After the death of the only man capable of giving him
good advice the commander-in-chief fell back into his state of
perpetual indecision, wavering under the clamour of his lieu-
tenants, who, in their present faint-heartedness, represented
all the hills of Ointra as bristling with cannon ready to make
mince-meat of us. In order to know what he was really to
think about it, Mass6na} who since the advice which Ligniville
and I had offered at the battle of Busaco, had evinced some
kindness towards us, directed us to examine the front of the
enemy's lines. They were undoubtedly of imposing strength,
but very far from what people were pleased to say. Tie
^English entrenchments formed an immense arc round Lisbon,
at least twenty French leagues in length. Every officer of
the least experience knows well that a position of this extent
cannot present the same difficulties everywhere and must
have its weak spots. We became aware of several such by
seeing officers, and even cavalry pickets, ride up quite easily;
and we also became convinced that our engineer officers who
had mapped the hills had figured an armed redoubt wherever
they saw a little earth recently disturbed. The English, to
lead us into a mistake, had on every small elevation traced
works of which most had not yet got beyond tie stage of
planning. But even if they had been completed it seemed
to us that the ground was sufficiently irregular to conceal the
movements of a portion of our army, and that by employing
one corps to make a feint on the front while the other two-
pushed real attacks on the weakest points of this long line,
they would find the English troops too widely scattered, or at.
any rate with their reserves at a considerable distance from
the points attacked.

The age of Louis XIV. was a period when great use was
made of lines, and history stows that the greater part of
those which were attacked were Earned for Ttaat of the powereral Sainte-
